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NEW MILESTONES

JARAMOGI OGINGA ODINGA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

BY EVANS ONGWAE

In the next five years, Jaramogi Ogin-
ga Odinga University of Science and 
Technology (JOOUST) expects to gen-

erate products and services that stimu-
late food security. It will, simultaneously, 
continue with its drive to produce high-
ly skilled human capital to help realise 
the development agenda of Kenya, Afri-
ca and the world.

“We would like to be world leaders in 
promoting food security through our 
products, policies, guidelines and servic-
es,” asserts the university’s Vice-Chan-
cellor, Prof Stephen Agong’.

He says this dream can be realised and 
that well-fed people who will not easi-
ly fall sick will sustain productivity that 
promotes social and economic develop-
ment. 

Prof Agong’ is encouraged by JOOUST’s 
rapid transformation from a constituent 
college to a high profile university with 
tangible achievements in its chosen core 
niche of food security.

The university’s growth and develop-
ment confirms that, with focused lead-
ership, good intentions and strategic di-
rection, institutional transformation can 
be attained.

Prof Agong’, who has overseen the phe-
nomenal growth of the former Bondo 
University College into the current uni-
versity, is convinced that the institution 
is on the right path. As a science, tech-
nology and innovation (STI) focused 
university, JOOUST has a clear academic 
and research strategy. It focuses on food 
security, natural resource management, 

spatial planning and development, and 
health sciences.

JOOUST was founded in 2009 through 
a Legal Order No. 56 of May 11, 2009 as 
Bondo University College, established 
then by the Government of Kenya as a 
Constituent College of Maseno Universi-
ty. The University was granted a Charter 
on February 13, 2013, thus gaining a new 
name as Jaramogi Oginga Odinga Uni-
versity of Science and Technology. 

The University College had started 
with a small number of 200 students, 
but has since grown its student’s body to 
13,265, as at the beginning of 2019.

The university is named after in-
dependence leader and Kenya’s first 
Vice-President Jaramogi Oginga Odinga.

JOOUST institutionalised its CIPIM 

core values of Customer focus, Impar-
tiality, Professionalism, Integrity and 
Meritocracy, during the launch of its’ re-
vised Strategic Plan 2016/2021.

The revised Strategic Plan provided a 
reviewed roadmap towards the realisa-
tion of the University’s mandate in the 
remaining part of the plan period. The 
revision of the Plan was necessitated by 
changes in government policies, such as 
the introduction of the “Big Four Agen-
da” and Medium Term III Plans. 

The revision was also based on the 
need to align the University’s strategies 
to new national and regional policies 
as well as best international practices. 
The revised Plan seeks to make JOOUST 
academic products and services more 
vibrant, responsive and client-focused 
as stated in the University Statutes and 
Policies.

The University recently signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with 
the Lake Region Economic Bloc (LREB) 
to host two centres: The centre of Re-
search in Education, and Gender, Youth 
and Differently Abled Persons (DAPs). 
This will spur the region’s economy 
through research activities that will find 
the solutions to the community’s eco-
nomic challenges.

The VC says the University is blessed 
to be located near Lake Victoria, the 
vast fresh water body that influences 
the food security of 100 million people 
in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and Burun-
di – as a source of fish and rainfall that 
supports agriculture.

“Lake Victoria is godsend to the univer-
sity,” says Prof Agong’.
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Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of Science 
and Technology (JOOUST) has existed as a 
fully-fledged university for less than a decade 
(since 2013). Yet, within that short period, it 
has made major waves in research, thus quick-
ly rising to global fame.

In 2015 – just two years after transforming 
into a university – JOOUST responded to a 
World Bank call for proposal for the establish-
ment of an African centre of excellence in food 
security. The university’s proposal won, earn-
ing it a Ksh600 million grant. 

Consequently, JOOUST has established the 
African Centre of Excellence (ACE) in Sustain-
able Use of Insect as Food and Feeds (INSE-
FOODS) to augment its research and training 
capacity. This Centre is one of the 24 East and 
Central Africa Regional centres currently fund-
ed by the World Bank to build capacity for the 
region in various disciplines. 

JOOUST, says Vice-Chancellor Prof Stephen 
Agong’, has subsequently become a centre of 
excellence in food security.

INSEFOODS seeks to address challenges of 
sustainable food security using insects as 
human food and animal feed. This is done 
through training, infrastructure development 
and conducting research and extension ser-
vices for local communities. In addition, the 
Centre aims to build sustainable local, regional 
and international partnerships and networks 
for research in the relevant area of food se-
curity. Generally, the programmes under the 
School and at INSEFOODS address the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals, African Union 
Agenda 2063 and the Social and Economic Pil-
lars under the Kenyan Vision 2030.

INSEFOODS is funded by the World Bank to 
the tune of $6 million (Ksh600 million) over 
a five-year period (2017-2022). The Centre, 
through the School of Agricultural and Food 
Sciences, offers a Master’s and a Doctoral pro-
gramme on Food Security and Sustainable Ag-
riculture.

JOOUST’s research, innovation and com-
munity outreach drive has continued to gain 
prominence. In 2019, the university, including 
more than 70 others, responded to a call for 

proposals by Flemish universities in Belgium. 
“This was a competitive call,” Prof Agong’ 

notes, saying JOOUST was one of the two Ken-
yan universities to participate in the competi-
tion.

JOOUST was among five higher institutions 
of learning selected for a VLIR-IUC Partnership 
Programme. This follows a successful presenta-
tion of the proposal titled: ‘Strengthening Ja-
ramogi Oginga Odinga University of Science 
and Technology Capacity in Natural Resource 
Management, Food Security and Health’. This 
is a 10-year programme expected to start with 
a Phase-In IUC Pre-Partner Programme for a 
period of one year. 

The actual Programme activities will start at 
the beginning of 2022. Each institution will re-
ceive a grant worth €6 million for the 10-year 
period. The IUC Partner Programme aims at 
long-term collaboration with all Flemish uni-
versities and some university colleges.

JOOUST will partner with Flemish institu-
tions of higher education to strengthen capac-
ity building, research and outreach in five stra-
tegic areas, including natural resource man-

agement, agriculture and food security, human 
health, ICT, and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. 

The Programme has several objectives. One, 
it seeks to build capacity for high quality re-
search and training in natural resources man-
agement, food security, health, ICT and climate 
change. Two, it seeks to promote sustainable 
use of Lake Victoria Basin (LVB) resources. 
Three, it seeks to improve health and well-be-
ing of LVB populations. Four, it seeks to create 
synergies in transformative knowledge, tech-
nologies and innovations in collaboration with 
stakeholders. Five, it seeks to build the capaci-
ty of government agencies in service delivery 
and sector-wide regulations.

Prof Agong’ says the University also won a 
five-year funding project for Universal Health 
Coverage worth Ksh7.4 billion that will run in 
four counties: Kisumu, Kakamega, Vihiga and 
Nyamira. 
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Expansion holds much promise
BY EVANS ONGWAE

A growing institution, Jaramogi Ogin-
ga Odinga University of Science and 
Technology (JOOUST) is impacting 

communities wherever it has a campus. 
As it expands, it is expected to touch even 
more lives – both directly and indirectly.

Prof Stephen Agong’, the university’s 
Vice-Chancellor, narrates that before its 
precursor, Bondo University College, was es-
tablished in 2009, Bondo was a sleepy town. 
The institution has stimulated economic ac-
tivities in Bondo and beyond and positively 
changed the fortunes of many enterprises. 

“The university has led to planned in-
frastructure growth in the town and the 
neighbourhood,” says Prof Agong’. With 
more than 10,000 students and about 530 
staff and their dependents, JOOUST has 
created demand for accommodation and 
hospitality services. “This huge population 
has to be fed and housed,” the VC stresses, 
saying this has unlocked opportunities for 
entrepreneurs.

So critical is the university that when stu-
dents are on holiday, economic activities in 
Bondo town slow down.

The university has witnessed momentous 
growth and is building its School of Agri-

culture in Siaya town, the headquarters of 
Siaya County. Once completed, the tuition 
block will accommodate 1,500 students.

The University is in the process of setting 
up a modern research complex complete 
with hostels and conference facilities on 
a 37.5 acre of land donated by the County 
Government of Siaya and the community 
in Miyandhe Campus. The campus is locat-
ed on the shores of Lake Victoria. 

The research hub is expected to be ready 
in the next three months and will host both 
local and foreign students, and researchers.

A tuition block complex is also under 
construction on a 42-acre piece of land at 
Achiego Campus. This is expected to house 
the School of Engineering and Technolo-
gy and the School of Spatial Planning and 
Natural Resource Management. Prof Agong’ 
says the campus will host an extra 2,000 
students.

The University is also setting up an ul-
tra-modern administration block at the 
Main Campus in Bondo.

JOOUST has an accredited campus in 
Kisumu that offers business and ICT pro-
grammes. This supports the Kisumu econ-
omy.
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Within a short period, Jara-
mogi Oginga Odinga Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-

nology (JOOUST) has managed to 
attract students from outside Kenya. 
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Stephen G. 
Agong’, attributes this to the univer-
sity’s compelling science, technology 
and innovation (STI) programmes and 
the quality of training it offers.
Prof Agong’ reveals that the universi-
ty is in the process of conducting an 
audit and mapping of where its grad-
uates are. However, that it has attract-
ed students from Cameroon, Malawi, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Burundi, Ethiopia and Rwanda, among 
others, is a testament of the popularity 
of the its academic programmes.
Moreover, in 2018, JOOUST emerged 
top during the Enactus Kenya Nation-
al Exposition, out of 33 participating 
public and private universities. The 
university’s Entrepreneurial Action 
for us All (Enactus) project Panda Ken-
ya, stood out as the most creative and 

impactful community-oriented initia-
tive. The team proceeded to represent 
Kenya in the USA at the Enactus World 
Cup in October 2018. 
JOOUST also emerged top in the 17th 
Enactus Kenya National Exposition. 
The team`s project, dubbed “Project 
Hyatech“, involved working with more 
than 250 people with disabilities to 
make briquettes for sale and use gas 
derived from water hyacinth as alter-
native fuel. The products were partly 
marketed through a Chatbot app.  The 
team trounced 13 other Enactus Kenya 
Affiliate teams from both public and 
private universities to represent Ken-
ya at the Enactus World Cup 2019 in 
Silicon Valley, San Jose, California, USA 
in September 2019. It emerged second 
after the hosts, USA.
Enactus Kenya students develop pro-
jects to address challenges facing 
communities as part of the skilling 
process. Students projects focused on 
education, agribusiness, housing, en-
ergy, waste management, mining, and 
voter management. Each university 
was required to align its project ac-

tivity to the theme: “Tech and Smart 
Solutions for challenges facing Kenya”. 
Enactus Kenya is encouraging univer-
sities to embrace the integration of 
machine learning and the internet of 
things (IoT).
Prof Agong’ says students from all over 
Africa can join JOOUST because the 
university also offers blended learn-
ing, combining both in-class and vir-
tual platforms.
As a technology university, JOOUST 
has a strong footing in ICT by being 
the pioneering university to start a 
course in Computer Security and Fo-
rensics.
The University has established rele-
vant Schools to address specific disci-
plines of agriculture and food scienc-
es, engineering and technology, spatial 
planning and natural resource devel-
opment, health sciences, among oth-
ers. Through these schools, JOOUST is 
spearheading the development of its 
niche in food security.
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How the JOOUST learning recipe is gaining 
the attention of foreign students

JOOUST has enjoyed a good run at the Enactus national and global competitions. 
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